
There’s little doubt that 2010 was a
rebuilding year for the automotive indus-
try, as domestic and foreign manufactur-

ers paused to reconsider their product lines and
think outside the box on products, pricing and
fuel economy. As a result, many of the models,
even brands you once knew (such as Mercury) are
no longer with us, but there are still several all-
new cars making the list this year, as well as sev-
eral significantly revised models.

As in previous years, the vehicles listed in
this guide must be approved by the manufacturer
for dinghy towing. That means the manufacturer
is familiar with the practice of dinghy towing, and
has confirmed that its vehicle can be flat towed
in this manner without causing damage to the
drivetrain or otherwise voiding the warranty.
Second, the vehicle must be towable without
requiring significant mechanical modification
(such as disconnecting the driveshaft). Lastly, the
vehicle must be towable at a speed of at least 55
MPH for no fewer than 200 miles before some sort

of pres
culate fluid through the transmission.

We have made every effort to check, and
double-check, with each manufacturer to make
sure our listings are correct and current. However,
bear in mind that much of the information we
receive is preliminary, and can change after press
time. Therefore, it is the buyer’s responsibility to
check with the dealer to be certain that the vehi-
cle under consideration is dinghy towable prior to
purchase. Ask to see a copy of the owner’s man-
ual; somewhere in the index, there should be a
notation for “recreational,” “four-down” or “flat”
towing. This will not only tell you if the vehicle is,
in fact, towable, but also what specific proce-
dures are required to prevent damage to the
transmission, drive system, etc. 

If the owner’s manual states that the vehicle
is not towable, or skips the subject entirely, there
are kits and products available to make towing a
“non-towable” vehicle possible. However, there is
the possibility that the act of flat towing, and/or the
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installation of a towing product on a nonapproved
vehicle, can void the vehicle’s warranty, so it’s best
to deal with a reputable aftermarket provider —
such as Remco — that can guide you accordingly. 

We know that there will be some vehicles
that are not listed in this guide that can be towed
with success, despite the manufacturer’s claims
to the contrary. How can that be? Usually, it’s
because the manufacturer has not officially veri-
fied that the vehicle in question is towable or
because it does not want to deal with any poten-
tial warranty claims that may arise as a result of
dinghy towing. But that does not necessarily
mean that the vehicle can’t be safely dinghy
towed. When in doubt, it’s probably best to stick
with the vehicles that are officially approved.

That said, let’s review what’s new for the
2011 model year.

Chevrolet Cruze
The long-awaited replacement for the Cobalt, the
all-new Chevrolet Cruze makes its debut this year,
and promises the spaciousness and amenities of a
midsize car with the fuel economy of a compact.
Making the latter possible is a choice of two fuel-
sipping engines: a normally aspirated 1.8-L four
cylinder and a 1.4-L Ecotec turbocharged four
cylinder, the latter of which delivers up to 28 MPG

city/42 MPG highway in the Cruze Eco model.
Standard safety features include 10 air bags,
StabiliTrak electronic stability control, traction con-
trol, anti-lock brakes and OnStar with a six-month
subscription including turn-by-turn navigation and
Automatic Crash Response. Standard amenities
include air conditioning, power windows and power
door locks with remote keyless entry. The Cruze is
available in five trim levels (LS, LT, 2LT, Eco, LTZ)
and offers an available RS appearance package on
the LT and LTZ models. Perhaps best of all for
motorhome owners is that the Cruze is towable with
either automatic or manual transmission.

Ford Explorer
The vehicle that helped define the term SUV, the
Explorer, is finally all new for 2011. Handsome
styling is combined with reduced weight, improved
driving dynamics and increased off-road capability,
not to mention a new, standard 3.5-L V-6 with Twin
Independent Variable Camshaft Timing (Ti-VCT)
and a six-speed automatic transmission. Ti-VCT
allows individually optimized camshaft timing
of valve opening and closing vents to improve
mechanical efficiency while delivering increased
power and reducing part-throttle emissions,
according to Ford. Ford projects that the new
engine, combined with the new transmission, will
deliver more than 20 percent better fuel economy
than the previous Explorer V-6 model, all while 
laying down 290 HP and 255 LB-FT of torque. V-6
models are available with an intelligent 4WD that
includes driver-selectable terrain management.

ings include normal, mud, sand and snow. For
se who consider fuel economy a top priority, the
lorer is also available with a turbocharged and
rcooled 2.0-L EcoBoost engine that employs
ct injection as well as Ti-VCT to deliver a pro-
ed 237 HP and 250 LB-FT of torque. 

Ford F-150
erica’s best-selling truck, the venerable Ford F-
0, has undergone the most extensive powertrain
rhaul in its 62-year history. Consisting of an all-

3.7-L V-6 (302-HP), 5.0-L and 6.2-L V-8’s
(360-HP and 411-HP, respectively) and an inter-
esting turbocharged 3.5-L V-6 EcoBoost option
(365-HP and 420 LB-FT of torque), Ford claims the
engines offer best-in-class power and fuel econo-
my. Each engine will be mated to an equally new
six-speed automatic transmission with an avail-
able SelectShift feature that allows the driver to
manually select a desired gear, and “progressive
range select,” which allows the driver to lock out
the available gears while in drive. Only 4WD
models equipped with a manual-shift transfer
case are flat-towable.

Ford Fiesta
Another anticipated small-car arrival is the all-
new Ford Fiesta. With styling that resembles its
larger sibling, the Focus, the Fiesta is available in
four- and five-door body styles and is powered by
a 1.6-L in-line four cylinder that delivers up to 29
MPG city and 38 MPG highway. Although both the
five-speed manual and six-speed automatic trans-
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mission models are towable, the auto
mission version requires very specific preparation
prior to towing, which includes disconnecting the
negative battery cable (see the following chart for
more details). The Fiesta’s automatic transmis-
sion — dubbed the PowerShift — claims to com-
bine the responsiveness of a manual transmission
with the convenience of a traditional automatic,
and yields better fuel economy than either.
Instead of the familiar torque converter, the
PowerShift utilizes twin internal dry clutches, for
lighter weight and reduced friction. Already a
best-seller in Europe and Asia, the Fiesta offers
standard features such as push-button start,
tilt/telescoping steering wheel, automatic climate
control and seven air bags (including a driver’s-
side knee air bag). The Fiesta is offered in a rain-
bow of cheerful hues, including Yellow Blaze,
Red Candy, Lime Squeeze, Bright Magenta and
Blue Flame.

Hyundai Genesis Coupe
The Hyundai Genesis Coupe has garnered much
attention in the automotive media both for its
good looks and impressive performance, and this
year the 2.0T model with five-speed manual
transmission makes the list. A turbocharged and
intercooled 2.0-L four-cylinder churns out 210 HP

while maintaining a respectable 21 MPG city and
30 MPG highway. The 2.0T is available in base,
2.0T Premium and 2.0 R-Spec trim levels,
enabling buyers to choose features based on lux-
ury or sporting themes. 

Jeep Grand Cherokee
The Jeep Grand Cherokee is all new for 2011 and
is packed with features that make it more capa-
ble both on and off road. For example, the 4WD
Grand Cherokee Overland model features a new
Jeep Selec-Terrain system with five terrain set-
tings and a Quadra-Lift air suspension system
with five height settings for a lift range of 4.1
inches. The Grand Cherokee also offers more than
45 safety and security features including elec-
tronic stability control, side-curtain and seat-

Optional safety features include a Blind Spot
Monitoring/Rear Cross Path detection system,
adaptive cruise control and forward collision mon-
itoring. Of course, the new Grand Cherokee is also
offered with a variety of convenience and enter-
tainment features, such as Bluetooth hands-free
calling and streaming audio, Uconnect Web, FLO
TV and Sirius Backseat TV.

Nissan Juke
If you want something truly different, perhaps the
Nissan Juke “sport cross” is what you’ve been look-
ing for. Edgy styling cues inspired by motorcycles
and rally cars are complemented by a standard
1.6-L Direct Injection Gasoline (DIG) turbocharged
engine that develops a spirited 188 HP. Although
available with all-wheel drive and a Continuously
Variable Transmission (CVT), only the SV and SL
models with front-wheel drive and standard six-
speed manual transmission are towable. EPA fuel
economy ratings of 24 MPG city, 31 MPG highway
make for economical travel, and standard features
include a Bluetooth hands-free phone system with
steering wheel controls, six-speaker audio system
with iPod interface, power windows/locks, remote
keyless entry and air conditioning.

Suzuki Kizashi
Suzuki’s Grand Vitara has long been a favorite of
RVers, and this year the company has approved
another model for dinghy towing: the Suzuki
Kizashi. Armed with a 185-HP 2.4-L four cylinder,
the Kizashi can be towed when fitted with the six-
speed manual transmission and front-wheel drive.
Well-equipped in base S model form, the Kizashi
comes standard with push-button start, dual zone
climate control, stability control and eight air
bags. The Sport GTS model adds alloy wheels,
moon roof, fog lights and a 425-watt Rockford
Fosgate audio system. ◆

This guide addresses only 2011 vehicles.
Guides for earlier model years are available
online at www.motorhomemagazine.com. 
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

BUICK
Enclave 4,780- 65 MPH 17/24 $35,615-/None N/A Yes 17/24 $35,615- Run engine at the

16/22 $44,095FWD, AWD 4,985 16/22 $44,095 beginning of each day
and at each fuel stop for 5 
minutes. Remove 15-amp 
ECM fuse and 50-amp 
BATT1 fuse while towing.

LaCrosse FWD 3,829 65 MPH 19/30 $26,995-/None N/A Yes 19/30 $26,995- Run engine at the begin-
$33,765 ning of each day and at

each fuel stop for 5 minutes.

LaCrosse AWD 4,196 65 MPH 17/27 $33,070 /None N/A Yes 17/27 $33,070 Run engine at the
beginning of each day
and at each fuel stop 
for 5 minutes.

Regal 2.4-L CXL 3,600 65 MPH 19/30 $26,245 /None N/A Yes 19/30 $26,245 Run engine at the
beginning of each day
and at each fuel stop 
for 5 minutes.

CADILLAC
None N/A Yes 20/23Escalade 6,120 None N/A Yes 20/23 $76,390-

Hybrid 4WD $88,140

SRX 3.0-L V-6 4,224 65 MPH 18/25 $33,830-/None N/A Yes 18/25 $33,830- Run engine at the begin-
$44,895 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for 5
minutes. Remove BCM 1, 
BCM 2 and BCM 3 fuses.

SRX 3.0-L 4,387 65 MPH 17/23 $40,755-/None N/A Yes 17/23 $40,755- Run engine at the begin-
V-6 AWD $48,540 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for 5
minutes. Remove BCM 1, 
BCM 2 and BCM 3 fuses.

CHEVROLET
None N/A Yes 15/21 $39,160-Avalanche 4WD 5,942 None N/A Yes 15/21 $39,160- Requires optional Active,

$49,310 2-Speed Transfer Case.

None Yes Yes 17/23Colorado 4WD 3,584 None Yes Yes 17/23 $20,550-
$28,135

Cruze 3,102 65 MPH 24/36 $16,275-/None Yes Yes 24/36 $16,275- Run engine at the begin-
$21,975 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for
5 minutes. Remove fuse
22 while towing.

Equinox 3,786 65 MPH 22/32 $22,745-/None N/A Yes 22/32 $22,745- Run engine at the begin-
$28,320 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for
5 minutes. Remove fuse
32 while towing.

Equinox AWD 3,929 65 MPH 20/29 $24,495-/None N/A Yes 20/29 $24,495- Run engine at the begin-
$30,070 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for
5 minutes. Remove fuse
32 while towing.

HHR 3,155 65 MPH 22/30 $18,720-/None Yes Yes 22/30 $18,720- Remove fuse 8 from
$21,420 Floor Console Fuse Block 

while towing.

Malibu 3,415 65 MPH 22/30 $21,975-/None N/A Yes 22/30 $21,975- Run engine at the begin-
$27,015 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for 5
minutes. Remove IGN
SENSOR fuse while towing.

None N/A Yes 14/18Silverado 1500 4,892 None N/A Yes 14/18 $24,090-
4WD $41,775
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

None N/A YesSilverado 1500 5,882 None N/A Yes 21/22 $41,490-
4WD Hybrid $47,820

None N/A Yes 15/21 $43,770-Suburban 4WD 5,921 None N/A Yes 15/21 $43,770- Requires optional Active, 
$56,170 2-Speed Transfer Case.

None N/A Yes 15/21 $41,630-Tahoe 4WD 5,814 None N/A Yes 15/21 $41,630- Requires optional Active,
$54,160 2-Speed Transfer Case.

None N/A YesTahoe 4WD 5,891 None N/A Yes 20/23 $53,540
Hybrid

Traverse 4,720 65 MPH 17/24 $29,224-/None N/A Yes 17/24 $29,224- Run engine at the begin-
$37,975 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for 5
minutes. Remove 15-amp 
ECM fuse and 50-amp 
BATT1 fuse while towing.

Traverse AWD 4,925 65 MPH 16/23 $31,224-/None N/A Yes 16/23 $31,224- Run engine at the begin-
$39,975 ning of each day and 

at each fuel stop for 5
minutes. Remove 15-amp 
ECM fuse and 50-amp 
BATT1 fuse while towing.

DODGE
None Yes NoCaliber 2,940 None Yes No 23/29 $16,880-$20,085

None N/A Yes 14/19 $27,005-Dakota 4WD 4,407 None N/A Yes 14/19 $27,005- Press NEUTRAL button on
$33,180 transfer case for 4 seconds,

start engine, shift into 
REVERSE, release brake
pedal for 5 seconds, shift 
into DRIVE, release brake
pedal for 5 seconds, shut 
engine off, shift into PARK

and disconnect negative
battery cable.

None N/A YesRam 1500 4WD 4,893 None N/A Yes 13/18 $25,065-$41,585

None Yes Yes 13/19 $30,520-Ram 2500 4WD 5,997 None Yes Yes 13/19 $30,520- For models with manual 
$43,965 shift transfer case, shut 

engine off, press brake
pedal, shift transmission 
into NEUTRAL, shift transfer 
case lever to NEUTRAL, start 
engine, shift transmission
into REVERSE, release brake
pedal for 5 seconds, shift 
transmission into DRIVE, 
release brake pedal for 5
seconds, turn engine off,
shift transmission to PARK.

None Yes Yes Not Rated $38,220-Ram 3500 4WD 7,152 None Yes Yes Not Rated $38,220- For models with manual 
$51,465 shift transfer case, shut 

engine off, press brake
pedal, shift transmission 
into NEUTRAL, shift transfer 
case lever to NEUTRAL, start 
engine, shift transmission
into REVERSE, release brake
pedal for 5 seconds, shift 
transmission into DRIVE, 
release brake pedal for 5
seconds, turn engine off,
shift transmission to PARK.

FORD
Edge FWD, AWD 4,082 65 MPH 19/27 $27,220-/None N/A Yes 19/27 $27,220- Run engine at the begin-

$38,070 ning of each day and at
each fuel stop for 5 minutes.
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

Escape I-4 3,231 70 MPH/None Yes Yes (a) 23/28 $21,060- (a) Maximum speed with
$25,730 automatic transmission

is 65 MPH. For automatic
transmission, run engine at
the beginning of each day
for 5 minutes (shift into
DRIVE, then REVERSE and 
NEUTRAL) and then every 6 
hours. Transmission fluid
level should be checked by
authorized Ford dealer.

Escape V-6 3,388 65 MPH/None N/A Yes 19/25 $25,050- Run engine at the begin-
$28,480 ning of each day for 5 

minutes (shift into DRIVE, 
then REVERSE and NEUTRAL) 
and then every 6 hours. 
Transmission fluid level 
should be checked by 
authorized dealer.

1Escape Hybrid 33,652-3,8111 75 MPH/None N/A Yes 30/27 $29,865-$34,125

Explorer 4,509- 65 MPH/None N/A Yes 17/23 $28,190- Run engine at the begin-
FWD, 4WD 4,695 $37,190 ning of each day for 5 

minutes (shift into DRIVE, 
then REVERSE and NEUTRAL) 
and then every 6 hours. 

None N/A YesF-150 4WD 4,925 None N/A Yes 16/21 $23,390- Only 4WD models equipped
$48,970 with manual-shift transfer 

case are towable. Shift 
manual transfer case into
NEUTRAL. 2WD and 4WD 
vehicles equipped with an
electronic-shift transfer 
case are not flat towable.

None N/A Yes F-250/F-350/ 6,985 None N/A Yes Not Rated $30,995- Only 4WD models with 
F-450 Super $62,375 manual-shift transfer case 
Duty 4WD (not Electronic Shift-On-

the-Fly or 2WD vehicles) 
are towable. Shift manual 
transfer case into NEUTRAL,
set hub locks to free.

Fiesta 2,578 70 MPH/None Yes Yes 29/38 $13,320- For models with automatic 
$18,190 transmission, but no push-

button start: release parking 
brake; turn ignition to II posi-
tion; press brake pedal, then
move gearshift to NEUTRAL;
turn ignition key to OFF posi-
tion; disconnect negative
cable from battery. After tow-
ing, start engine within 15
minutes of reconnecting bat-
tery cable. For models with 
automatic transmission and
push-button start: release 
parking brake; activate ignition
by pressing START/TT STOP// button; 
press brake pedal, then 
move gearshift to NEUTRAL;
deactivate ignition by press-
ing START/STOP button; dis-
connect negative cable from
battery. After towing, start
engine within 15 minutes 
of reconnecting battery cable.
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

4Flex FWD/AWD 4,471-4,7844 65 MPH 17/24 $29,075-/None N/A Yes 17/24 $29,075- Run engine at the beginning
$45,185 of each day and at each fuel 

stop for 5 minutes.

None Yes NoFocus 2,623 None Yes No 25/35 $16,640-
$19,670

8Fusion 3,285-3,6388 70 MPH 22/29 $19,695-/None Yes Yes (b) 22/29 $19,695- (b) Maximum speed with
(2.5-L I-4/ $28,505 automatic transmission is
3.0-L V-6) 65 MPH. For automatic 

transmission, run engine at 
the beginning of each day
for 5 minutes (shift into
DRIVE, then REVERSE and
NEUTRAL) and then every 6 
hours. Vehicles with an auto-
matic transmission should
have transmission fluid level 
checked by authorized dealer.

Fusion Hybrid 3,720 75 MPH/None N/A Yes 41/36 $28,100

Ranger 2WD 3,030 55 MPH/None Yes No 22/27 $17,935-
$26,025

Ranger 4WD 3,668 55 MPH 22/27 $17,935-/None Yes (c) Yes (d) 22/27 $17,935- (c) For manual transmis-
$26,025 sion models, put 4WD

switch in 2WD mode.
Electronic Shift-On-the-Fly 
rotary control in 2-high
position. (d) 4WD vehicles
with automatic transmis-
sion and electronic shift 
transfer case require neutral 
tow kit accessory — contact
a Ford dealer. Do not tow 
without the neutral tow kit.

Taurus 4,015- 65 MPH 18/28 $25,170-/None N/A Yes 18/28 $25,170- Run engine at the beginning
$37,7704,224 $37,770 of each day and at each 

fuel stop for 5 minutes.

GMC
Acadia 4,720- 65 MPH 17/24 $31,840-/None N/A Yes 17/24 $31,840- Run engine at the begin-

16/23 $45,220FWD/AWD 4,925 16/23 $45,220 ning of each day and
at each fuel stop for 5 
minutes. Remove 15-amp 
ECM fuse and 50-amp
BATT1 fuse while towing.

None Yes YesCanyon 4WD 3,684 None Yes Yes 17/23 $20,490-
$29,835

None N/A YesSierra 1500 4WD 4,877 None N/A Yes 14/18 $24,090-
$42,275

None N/A YesSierra 1500 5,781 None N/A Yes 20/23 $41,860-
4WD Hybrid $48,190

Terrain FWD/AWD 3,798 65 MPH 22/32 $24,250-/None N/A Yes 22/32 $24,250- Run engine at the 
20/29 $31,400 beginning of each day 

and at each fuel stop for
5 minutes. Remove fuse 
32 while towing. After
towing, let engine idle for 
more than 3 minutes 
before driving the vehicle.

None N/A Yes 14/19 $42,595-Yukon 4WD 5,560 None N/A Yes 14/19 $42,595- Only 4WD models equipped
$46,905 with a two-speed automatic 

transfer case are towable.
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

None N/A Yes 20/23Yukon 5,874 None N/A Yes 20/23 $54,010-
4WD Hybrid $61,360

None N/A Yes 14/19 $44,845-Yukon XL 4WD 5,836 None N/A Yes 14/19 $44,845- Only 4WD models
$50,745 equipped with a two-

speed automatic transfer 
case are towable.

HONDA
CR-V 3,386 65 MPH 21/28 $21,695-/None N/A Yes 21/28 $21,695- Run engine at the begin-

$28,645 ning of each day, press 
brake pedal and move 
shifter through all positions, 
shift into DRIVE and hold
for 5 seconds, then to
NEUTRAL and let engine run 
for 3 minutes. Repeat at 
least every 8 hours there-
after. When towing for long
periods, remove 7.5-A 
accessory radio fuse.

CR-V 4WD 3,503 65 MPH 21/27 $22,945-/None N/A Yes 21/27 $22,945- Run engine at the begin-
$29,895 ning of each day, press 

brake pedal and move 
shifter through all posi-
tions, shift into DRIVE and
hold for 5 seconds, then 
to NEUTRAL and let engine 
run for 3 minutes. Repeat 
at least every 8 hours
thereafter. When towing for 
long periods, remove 7.5-A
accessory radio fuse.

Fit 2,489- 65 MPH 28/35 $15,100-/None Yes Yes (e) 28/35 $15,100- (e) On automatic transmis-
$19,2402,575 $19,240 sion models, run engine at 

the beginning of each day,
press brake pedal and 
move shifter through all
positions, shift into DRIVE

and hold for 5 seconds, 
then to NEUTRAL and let 
engine run for 3 minutes. 
Repeat at least every 
8 hours thereafter. When 
towing for long periods, 
remove 30-A radio fuse.

HYUNDAI
None Yes No 28/34Accent 2,365 None Yes No 28/34 $9,985-$13,695

None Yes No 29/40Elantra Blue 2,661 None Yes No 29/40 $14,830

None Yes NoElantra Touring 2,937 None Yes No 23/31 $15,995-$19,495

None Yes No 21/30Genesis Coupe 3,294 None Yes No 21/30 $22,250
2.0T

None Yes No 20/28Santa Fe GLS 3,725 None Yes No 20/28 $21,695-
2WD $30,545

None Yes No 24/35Sonata GLS 2WD 3,161 None Yes No 24/35 $19,195

None Yes No 22/31Tucson GL 2WD 3,197 None Yes No 22/31 $21,845

INFINITI
G37 Sport 4,103 70 MPH 16/24 $48,950 / Yes No 16/24 $48,950 Idle engine in NEUTRAL for

500 miles6MT Convertible 500 miles 2 minutes every 500 miles.

G37 Sport 3,710 70 MPH 18/25 $42,400 / Yes No 18/25 $42,400 Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
500 miles6MT Coupe 500 miles 2 minutes every 500 miles.

G37 Sport 3,701 70 MPH 18/25 $39,450 / Yes No 18/25 $39,450 Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
500 miles6MT Sedan 500 miles 2 minutes every 500 miles.
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

JEEP
None Yes NoCompass 3,074 None Yes No 21/25 $19,350-

$24,015

None Yes NoCompass 4WD 3,222 None Yes No 21/24 $21,100-
$25,765

None N/A Yes 13/19 $30,215-Grand Cherokee 4,850 None N/A Yes 13/19 $30,215- Only 4WD vehicles equipped 
4WD $41,910 with Quadra-Trac II or

Quadra-Drive II systems are 
towable. Turn ignition switch 
to ON/RUN position, but don’t 
start engine. Press and hold
brake pedal, shift into
NEUTRAL. Press and hold
recessed transfer case 
NEUTRAL button for 4 
seconds, until light behind
NEUTRAL symbol starts to 
blink, indicating shift in
progress. Light will stop
blinking when the shift to
NEUTRAL is complete. Start 
engine. Shift into REVERSE. 
Release brake pedal for 5
seconds. Turn engine off 
and leave ignition switch in 
unlocked OFF position. Firmly 
apply parking brake. Shift
transmission into PARK. Hook
up the vehicle to the tow bar.
Release parking brake. Dis-
connect negative battery ca-
ble and secure it away from 
the negative battery post.

None N/A Yes 15/21 $23,250-Liberty 4WD 4,290 None N/A Yes 15/21 $23,250- With engine off and ignition 
$28,250 switch in ON position, press

brake pedal, shift transmis-
sion into NEUTRAL, press re-
cessed transfer case NEUTRAL

button for 4 seconds, start 
engine, shift transmission 
into REVERSE, release brake 
pedal for 5 seconds, turn 
engine off and leave igni-
tion switch in unlocked OFF

position, apply parking 
brake, shift transmission 
into PARK, hook up the vehi-
cle to the tow bar, release
parking brake, disconnect
negative battery cable and
secure it away from the 
negative battery post.

Honda Fit
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

None Yes NoPatriot 3,111 None Yes No 23/28 $15,995-
$22,195

None Yes Yes 15/19 $22,045-Wrangler 4WD, 3,760- None Yes Yes 15/19 $22,045- With engine off, press
$32,745Unlimited 4WD 4,075 $32,745 brake pedal, shift auto-

matic transmission into 
NEUTRAL or press clutch
pedal on manual transmis-
sion, shift transfer case 
lever into NEUTRAL, start 
engine, shift transmission 
into REVERSE, release brake
pedal (and clutch pedal on
manual transmission) for 
5 seconds, shift automatic
transmission in DRIVE or
manual transmission in
first gear. Release brake
pedal (and clutch pedal 
on manual transmission) 
for 5 seconds, turn engine 
off and leave ignition 
switch in the unlocked OFF

position, apply parking
brake, shift transmission
into PARK or place manual
transmission in gear
(NOT in NEUTRAL), hook up
the vehicle to the tow bar,
release parking brake,
disconnect negative
battery cable and secure 
it away from the negative 
battery post.

KIA
None Yes NoForte 2WD 2,729 None Yes No 25/34 $14,995-

$16,995

Optima 2.4-L None Yes NoI-4 3,206 None Yes No 24/35 $18,995

8 None Yes NoRio/Rio 5 22,365-2,4388 None Yes No 28/34 $12,295-
$15,095

Sorento 2WD 3,605 60 MPH/None Yes No 20/27 $20,995-
$33,895

None Yes NoSoul 2,560 None Yes No 26/31 $13,300

None Yes NoSportage 2WD 3,157 None Yes No 21/29 $18,295-
$24,795

LEXUS
None Yes NoIS 250 RWD 3,455 None Yes No 19/27 $32,145-

$39,890

Kia Sportage
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

LINCOLN
MKS, MKS 4,127- 65 MPH 17/24 $41,270-/None N/A Yes 17/24 $41,270- Run engine at the

$48,160AWD 4,276 $48,160 beginning of each day
and at each fuel stop
for 5 minutes.

MKT, MKT 4,637- 65 MPH 17/23 $44,200-/None N/A Yes 17/23 $44,200- Run engine at the
$49,200AWD 4,809 $49,200 beginning of each day

and at each fuel stop
for 5 minutes.

MKX, MKX 4,251- 65 MPH 19/26 $39,145-/None N/A Yes 19/26 $39,145- Run engine at the
$40,995AWD 4,429 $40,995 beginning of each day

and at each fuel stop
for 5 minutes.

MAZDA
Tribute 3,272- 70 MPH 22/28 $20,840-/None Yes Yes (f) 22/28 $20,840- (f) Maximum speed with

$27,6003,337 $27,600 automatic transmission is 
65 MPH. Run engine at the
beginning of each day for
5 minutes (shift into DRIVE,
then REVERSE and NEUTRAL) 
and then every 6 hours. 
Vehicles equipped with an
automatic transmission 
should have the trans-
mission fluid level checked 
by an authorized dealer.

Tribute 4WD 3,483 65 MPH 19/25 $24,635-/None N/A Yes 19/25 $24,635- Run engine at the begin-
$29,350 ning of each day for 5

minutes (shift into DRIVE,
then REVERSE and NEUTRAL) 
and then every 6 hours. 
Transmission fluid levels 
should be checked by an
authorized dealer.

NISSAN
370Z Coupe 3,232 70 MPH 18/26 $30,610-/ Yes No 18/26 $30,610- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for

$39,990500 miles $39,990 2 minutes every 500 miles.

370Z Roadster 3,426 70 MPH 18/25 $37,520-/ Yes No 18/25 $37,520- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
$43,890500 miles $43,890 2 minutes every 500 miles.

None/ Yes No 23/31 $22,940-Altima Coupe 3,080 None/ Yes No 23/31 $22,940- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
$27,770500 miles $27,770 2 minutes every 500 miles.

Cube 2,768 60 MPH 25/30 $13,990-/ Yes No 25/30 $13,990- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
$20,120500 miles $20,120 2 minutes every 500 miles.

Models with Continuously 
Variable Transmission (CVT)
are not flat towable.

None/ Yes No 19/23 $17,750-Frontier King/ 3,685 None/ Yes No 19/23 $17,750- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for 2 
500 miles $20,930Crew Cab 2WD I-4 500 miles $20,930 minutes every 500 miles.

None/ Yes No 16/20 $21,520-Frontier King/ 4,152 None/ Yes No 16/20 $21,520- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for 2 
500 miles $26,170Crew Cab 2WD V-6 500 miles $26,170 minutes every 500 miles.
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

None/ Yes No 15/19 $21,520-Frontier King/ 4,294 None/ Yes No 15/19 $21,520- Place transfer case in the
500 miles $28,430Crew Cab 500 miles $28,430 2H range. Idle engine in

4WD V-6 NEUTRAL for 2 minutes 
every 500 miles.

Juke FWD 2,923 70 MPH 24/31 $20,260-/ Yes No 24/31 $20,260- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for
$22,550500 miles $22,550 2 minutes every 500 miles. 

Models with Continuously 
Variable Transmission (CVT)
are not flat towable.

None/ Yes No 24/31 $15,520 Sentra 2.0 2,873 None/ Yes No 24/31 $15,520 Idle engine in neutral for
500 miles 2 minutes every 500 miles.

None/ Yes No 26/34 $9,990-Versa 1.8S 2,516 None/ Yes No 26/34 $9,990- Idle engine in NEUTRAL for 2
500 miles $16,900hatchback, 500 miles $16,900 minutes every 500 miles.

1.6 sedan Models with Continuously 
Variable Transmission (CVT)
are not flat towable.

None/ Yes No 16/20 $23,850-Xterra S, 4,343 None/ Yes No 16/20 $23,850- On 4WD models, place
500 miles $30,100PRO-4X 500 miles $30,100 transfer case in the 2H

range. Idle engine in 
NEUTRAL for 2 minutes 
every 500 miles.

SCION
None Yes No 20/27tC 2,932 None Yes No 20/27 $17,670

None Yes No 22/28xB 3,020 None Yes No 22/28 $16,420

None Yes No 27/33xD 2,625 None Yes No 27/33 $15,045

SMART USA
smart fortwo 1,800 55 MPH 33/41 $11,990-/None Yes N/A 33/41 $11,990- Make sure ignition is on,

$16,990 engage parking brake, de-
press brake pedal and keep 
it pressed, move gear 
selector lever to NEUTRAL, 
release brake pedal. With
gear selector in NEUTRAL the 
key can’t be turned fully to 
starter switch position 0, so
turn the key in the starter 
switch as far left as it will
go when switching off the
ignition. Switch off ignition,
leave the key in the starter
switch, wait about 30 sec- 
onds until the multifunction 
display is completely blank, 
turn the battery off using a
Smart-dealer installed 
battery switch. Release the 
parking brake.

SUBARU
None Yes No 21/27Forester 2.5X, 3,250 None Yes No 21/27 $20,495-

2.5X Premium $29,995
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MAKE/ BASE SPEED/ TOWABLE TOWABLE MILEAGE APPROX. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
MODEL CURB DISTANCE WITH MANUAL WITH AUTO CITY/ RETAIL (SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR 

WEIGHT LIMITS TRANS. TRANS. HWY. PRICE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS)

None Yes No 20/27Impreza 3,075 None Yes No 20/27 $17,495-
$19,995

None Yes N/A 19/25 $24,995-Impreza WRX, 3,208 None Yes N/A 19/25 $24,995- STI model requires driver’s
STI $37,345 control center differential 

(DCCD) be set in manual 
mode and DCCD control
dial be set to the farthest 
rearward position.

None Yes No 19/27 $19,995-Legacy 2.5i, 3,270 None Yes No 19/27 $19,995- Models with Continuously 
2.5i Premium, $31,995 Variable Transmission (CVT)
2.5GT Limited are not flat towable.

None Yes No 19/27 $23,195-Outback 2.5i, 3,386 None Yes No 19/27 $23,195- Models with Continuously 
2.5i Premium $24,495 Variable Transmission (CVT)

are not flat towable.

SUZUKI
Grand Vitara 3,627 55 MPH 19/23 $23,199 / N/A Yes 19/23 $23,199 Only 4WD Grand Vitara mod-

200 milesLimited 4WD 200 miles els fitted with Full-time
Four-Mode 4WD system
with transfer switch are flat
towable. See owner’s manual 
for specific instructions.

Kizashi FWD 3,241 55 MPH 21/31/ Yes No 21/31 $18,999-
200 miles $24,699

SX4 Crossover 2,866 55 MPH 22/30/ Yes No 22/30 $16,999-
200 milesAWD 200 miles $18,149

SX4 Sedan FWD 2,734 55 MPH 23/33/ Yes No 23/33 $13,499-
200 miles $16,379

SX4 SportBack 2,734 55 MPH 22/30/ Yes No 22/30 $16,499-
200 milesFWD 200 miles $16,999

TOYOTA
None Yes No 22/33 $21,175-Camry 3,263 None Yes No 22/33 $21,175- After towing, run engine 

$23,140 in idle for at least 3 
minutes before driving.

None Yes No 28/35 $15,600-Corolla 2,767 None Yes No 28/35 $15,600- After towing, run engine 
$18,300 in idle for at least 3

minutes before driving.

Matrix 1.8-L None Yes No 26/32 $18,545 2,844 None Yes No 26/32 $18,545 After towing, run engine 
in idle for at least 3 
minutes before driving.

Matrix 2.4-L None Yes No 21/28 $21,415 2,976 None Yes No 21/28 $21,415 After towing, run engine 
in idle for at least 3 
minutes before driving.

None Yes No 29/36 $12,855-Yaris 2,311 None Yes No 29/36 $12,855- After towing, run engine 
$13,955 in idle for at least 3

minutes before driving.
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At                      we take your safety very 
seriously! That’s why our engineers use Finite 
Elemental Analysis (FEA) 
when testing our baseplates 
for strength, functionality 
and durability. 

D
et

hm
er

s 
M

an
uf

ac
tu

ri
ng

, 
go

 t
o 

m
ot

or
ho

m
em

ag
az

in
e.

co
m

/in
fo

MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp_MH0702 Dinghy-Intro-Mast  12/28/10  2:39 PM  Page 27


	A001-MH1103 Dinghy-Cover.qxp
	A002-MH1103 Dinghy-Intro.qxp
	A003-MH1103 Dinghy-Intro.qxp
	A004-MH1103 Dinghy-TOC.qxp
	A005-MH1103 Dinghy-TOC.qxp
	A006-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A007-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A008-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A009-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A010-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A011-MH1103 Dinghy-Before You Tow.qxp
	A012-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A013-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A014-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A015-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A016-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A017-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A018-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A019-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A020-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A021-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A022-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A023-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A024-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A025-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A026-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A027-MH1103 Dinghy-Dinghy Roundup.qxp
	A028-MH1103 Dinghy-Towing Accessories.qxp
	A029-MH1103 Dinghy-Towing Accessories.qxp
	A030-MH1103 Dinghy-Towing Accessories.qxp
	A031-MH1103 Dinghy-Towing Accessories.qxp
	A032-MH1103 Dinghy-Cover.qxp



